
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – February 11, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in Room 201 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Commissioner Kasko.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Commissioner Kasko, 

Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the 

Borough Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and approve 

them as posted for the meeting of January 28, 2014.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded 

the motion, which was then approved unanimously by the Commissioners. 

 

Ordinance 2014-02 was introduced for first reading.  Commissioner Kasko explained that 

this ordinance replaces #2014-01, which was approved on first reading at the meeting of 

January 28, 2014.  That ordinance had the price increases for the water and sewer 

charges being effective for the first billing cycle in 2014.  Ordinance 2014-02 is the same 

ordinance, with the exception that the price increase will start with the second billing 

cycle in 2014.  He also stated that the Public Hearing on this ordinance will be held in two 

weeks at the February 25, 2014 regularly scheduled meeting. 

 

Maryanne Shay, Maple Avenue, thanked the Commissioners for all the hard work that was 

put into this project.  She also thanked them for changing the original ordinance so that 

the increases start in the second billing cycle.  She then asked if there were new 

percentage information per the discussions at the February 6, 2014 public forum meeting 

regarding the increases.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the problem with the 

percentages was corrected and has already been posted to our website.  Ms. Shay then 

asked if the percentages would change for those people living in multi-dwelling facilities, 

i.e. Tarditi Commons.  Commissioner Moscatelli reviewed the differences for residents in 

these types of facilities and noted specifically that residents in Tarditi Commons will be 

paying a nominal increase if you compared current usage at the new rates to what they 

would be paying if they each had to pay the meter charge with an average usage per 

unit.  Ms. Shay then asked what the percentages would be for the Haddonfield Commons 

property.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that their bills will be higher because they use 

more water.  After comments were made about the increased costs to the elderly 

Commissioner Moscatelli pointed out that to track the differences in water usage due to 

demographics would be very difficult to do, as well as very costly.  Ms. Shay stated that 

she had attended this meeting to ask the Commissioners to postpone the increase to the 

second billing cycle, and thanked the Commissioners again for doing so themselves.  She 

finished by asking how often the bond payments are made throughout the year and if the 

payments were up-to-date.  The Borough Solicitor replied that there are two interest 

payments and one principal payment made annually and the Borough is current on these 

payments. 

 

Walter Weidenbacher, Centre Street, stated that he was glad the Commissioners 

postponed the increase. 

 

As there were no further questions or comments on the ordinance Commissioner Kasko 

made a motion to approve the ordinance on first reading.  Commissioner Rochford 

seconded the motion.  The Commissioners voted unanimously on the motion. 

 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted 

affirmatively to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2014-02-11-027 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2014-02-11-028 Authorization to Issue Checks – Overpayment of Taxes 

2014-02-11-029 Authorization to Apply for State Recycling Tonnage Grant 

2014-02-11-030 Authorization to Advertise for Sealed Bids – Asphalt Street Patching and 

Miscellaneous Concrete Replacement 

2014-02-11-031 Authorization to Sign a County Interlocal Service Agreement for 2014 

Municipal Alliance Grant 

 

The fourth grade students from Elizabeth Haddon School were asked to stand, introduce 

themselves, as well as ask any questions they had.  In attendance was Ashlee Fipp, 

Estaugh Avenue, who asked how often the Commissioners meet.  Commissioner Kasko 

replied that there are two Commissioner Work Sessions a month, as well as two public 

meetings for a total of four meetings every month.  Commissioner Rochford also noted 

that the Commissioners are also members of the various boards, committees and 

commissions; therefore, we are attending other meetings throughout the weeks and 

months also. 

 

Commissioner Kasko opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 



Pastor Wayne Zschech, from Lutheran Church and a resident on Wayne Avenue, commented 

that the recycling pickup needs to be improved.  Recently he had an issue where the 

recycling can was not fully emptied and the worker put it back upside down to show that it 

had been picked up.  The Pastor then had to pick up broken glass from a bottle that had not 

been emptied from the can.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that he would talk to the Public 

Works Superintendant on the issue. 

 

Brian Kelley, Wayne Avenue, asked about the status of the police feasibility study and noted 

that Oaklyn is meeting this same evening and will be voting on it.  Commissioner Kasko replied 

that he will have more information on that tomorrow. 

 

Mr. Weidenbacher then asked if the public will be notified right away if anything changes.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that if there are any changes then a public announcement will be 

put out. 

 

Jim Poliero, Tavistock Lane, joined the meeting at this time and asked if the water and sewer 

increase had been changed to start in the second billing cycle.  Commissioner Kasko replied 

that it had and that the Public Hearing would be held in two weeks.  Mr. Poliero then spoke at 

length about the impact of this increase to those residents living in multi-unit dwellings.  He feels 

that if water conservation is the main focus, then having meters for each unit would be more 

beneficial to the Borough.  He also felt that incorporating different tiers for residential users, 

business users, and multi-family facilities would be a better plan.  Commissioner Kasko asked if 

the Water & Sewer Committee discussed the possibility of different rates for different types of 

users.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that New Jersey-American Water charges $10 per 

month for meters to their customers; or $120 per year where we are charging $12.50 per 

quarter.  He noted that if the Borough had decided to not have meter fees and relied solely 

on income from water usage, during a wet, rainy year we would not bring in enough money 

needed to pay the debt, whereas a large meter fee is regressive.  Therefore, a compromise 

was established.  Mr. Poliero then suggested that a minimum usage fee be established for 

those years that are wetter and less water is used.  He expressed his concerns for restaurants 

having to pay the higher rates because of the amount of dish washing that is required and 

asked that restaurants not be penalized.  He felt that there could be more analysis completed 

on this subject.  He also felt that the Borough needed to properly notify the residents of what 

increase they could really expect; the letter that was previously sent out was not completely 

accurate.  Mr. Poliero suggested that a 25% flat rate increase be utilized until a new tier 

structure could be done. 

 

Mr. Weidenbacher thanked Mr. Poliero for his comments and asked the Commissioners if 

different sets of tiers for different types of users was considered and rejected.  He hoped that 

we were not rushing into something that doesn’t work.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that if 

you lower the income from one area then you have to raise it in another.  The Water & Sewer 

Committee felt that this model would make those who use more pay more.  Mr. 

Weidenbacher noted that equity is the name of the game and stated that various tiers may 

be more equitable.  Commissioner Kasko replied that either plan has equitable points and 

noted that this is not perfect.  He did not feel that this decision had been rushed into.  He 

stated that conservation is a part of the equation, but not the main goal.  The Borough’s 

expenses need to be covered by this income.  The Borough Solicitor stated water usage in a 

restaurant in minimal.  He felt that if you did a 25% flat rate then you would hurt a lot of two-

person households.  The use of different rates for different users is more appropriate to larger 

towns.  In his view as a citizen of the town this increase structure was reasonable.  Mr. 

Weidenbacher noted that he was trying to think of those residents who would not be able to 

reduce their consumption.  The Solicitor replied that the prevailing theory is that those who use 

more should pay more because they are the ones putting the higher stress on the 

environment. 

 

Mr. Poliero reiterated that it was his belief that multi-family dwellings should be on a different 

tier.  The Solicitor replied that Commissioner Moscatelli had already pointed out how this could 

be a savings to those individuals. 

 

Mr. Weidenbacher then talked about the meters that had been installed a few years ago.  It 

was his understanding that these meters could possibly track when the water is used and 

asked if the Borough could possibly regulate the rate from that aspect.  Commissioner Kasko 

replied that the meters are only read on a quarterly basis.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied 

that we cannot calculate a minute-by-minute use from these meters.  We can detect a leak 

and we do let residents know when that occurs.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


